SPECIAL OLYMPICS HOWARD COUNTY POLICIES 
Attendance: "The purpose of Special Olympics is to provide sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympics type sports......" To that end, athletes are encouraged to attend all practices. Attendance at a minimum of 80% of the practices and participation in at least two competitions are required to be eligible for any state competition. No where is this more critical than in team sports where the athletes must learn to operate as a team. Athletes who can not make this commitment and wish to participate simply for recreational purposes have the option to participate in individual sports or individual skills for those team sports that have them (e.g., basketball, softball and soccer). 
 

Transportation:   SOHO is not a babysitting or respite care provider. It is not the responsibility of the coach, coordinator, or any other SOHO volunteer to transport an athlete to and/or from practices. These volunteers give willingly of their time; to serve beyond the practice time for your convenience is inconsiderate.  If you can not commit to transporting your athlete (either on your own or by making car pooling arrangements) you will need to reconsider your athlete’s participation in that sport.
 

Arrival/Pick-up of Athletes:  Our policy has always been that parents/guardians must check in athletes with the coordinator prior to the practice start time.  If the parent/guardian leaves the practice, they must provide a cell phone number to the coordinator.  Parents/guardians must return 15 minutes prior to the scheduled end time to collect any news and handouts from the coordinator and to be ready to pick up their athlete. The consequences of a late pick-up (defined as 5 minutes after the conclusion of practice) are as follows:
· First instance - A warning letter or email will be sent to the parent and/or guardian. If the guardian is employed by a Service Provider, a copy of the letter or email will be sent to their agency as well.
· Second instance - The athlete will be suspended for the remainder of that season. 
 
